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1 . This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examming 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 
3. 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 3^ 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
a. n (^^^^ applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of. 



„ sheets, as follows: 



□ Sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

□ Sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b. □ (sent to the bUernational Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

— , containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 
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Box No. I 
Box No. n 
BoxNo. ni 
Box No. IV 
Box No, V 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opmion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial qjplicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certdn defects in the international application 
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ntemational application No. 

mXERNATIONALPREUlVai^Y RETORT ON PATEmABIUTY | PCT/JP2003/0 12036 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. ^^J^ga^ to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
ouienvise mdicatea under this item. 

□ 

This report is based on translations jfrom the original language into the following laneuaee 

which IS language ofa translation furnished for tiie purpose ofi 

intemationai search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the intemationai application (under Rule 12 4) 

□ 

intemationai prelimmaiy examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2. With re^d to the elemente of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
Jurnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "orieimdlv filed" 
and are not atmexed to this report) : & j^j 



The intemationai application as originally filed/furaished 
I I the description: 

P^®^ — . , as originally filed/fiimished 

P^®5* received by this Authority on 

P^Ses* ^ received by this Authority on 

I I the claims: 

^^^^ — ^ , as originally filed/fumished 

P^®^ , , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

P^^*^ _received by this Authority on 

P^®s* . ^ received by this Authority on 

I I the drawings: 

P^^®^ . — ^ , as originally fiied/fomished 

P^^* , received by this Authority on 

P^®5* „ ^ received by this Authority on 

n a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listmg. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs. 

I I the sequence listing fjpec05i;: 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



. n This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, smce they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated hi the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 



I I the description, pages 
I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing f'^pec/)}/^: 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify)', , 



* If item 4 applies, sofne or ail of those sheets may be fnarked "superseded " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-7 


YES 




Claims 


- 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


2-7 


YES 




Claim 


1 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-7 


YES 




Claims 




NO 











2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP, 2000-135736, A (AronKasei Co., Ltd.), 16 May, 2000, Par, Nos. [0012]-[0013] 
Document 2: JP, 2001-2921 1, A (AchUles Corp.), 06 February, 2001, Par, No. [0012] 
Document 3: JP, 2000-108753, A (AronKasei Co., Ltd.), 18 April, 2000, Par. Nos. [0014]-[0015] 
Document 4: JP, 60-40419, A (Dycem Ltd.), 02 March, 1985, page 2, upper right column 

Claim 1 

The invention relating to claim 1 does not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
documents 1, 2 or 3 and newly cited document 4 (page 2, upper right column, line 15). Employing the 
technical matter (the technical matter of "a plasticizer contributing to slip resistance") taught in 
document 4 in the poly (vinyl chloride) anti-slip protrusion described in the invention of document 1, 2 
or 3 cited in the ISR (equivalent to the "backing material for preventing tiles from sUpping" of this 
appUcation) would be easy for a party skilled in the art. 

Claims 2-7 

None of documents 1-3 cited in the ISR or newly cited document 4 describes the inventions 
relating to claims 2-7; nor are these obvious to a party skilled in the art. 
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